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Preface 

 

Words From the Distant Past 

 

Jeevatthan (50 AD) is believed to be a major fragment of the Mahakamm Payadi 

Pahud (Mahakarm Prakrti Prabhrat). As a part of the 12th and last Ang (part) of 

then available knowledge it was organized for oral transmission after Mahaveer 

during -527 to -510. As the material applied to understand the diversity of 

animate beings, it is possibly the introduction to the itthivay.  

 

After years of search through the ancient material, in his introduction to the 

complete version of Shatkhandagam (1964), Pandit Heera Lal Jain Siddhant 

Shastri suggested that some of the material from the time of Mahaveer and 

before came to Dharsen orally transmitted in the form of the Jeev Samas Gatha. 

Relevant part of this article and his collection of the Gatha are reproduced here 

with the hope that it will be useful for the future research in tracing the material 

related to itthivay. Crux of the argument developed in the article with suitable 

examples based on following observations: 

 

1. Jeev Samas Gathas were compiled sometimes after the death of Mahaveer. 

With the passage of time after Bhadrbahu (-330), of the Gathas remained widely 

available in fragmented forms over the next several centuries.  Individual Gatha 

and fragments of the ancient conceptual constructs are found in virtually all 

major works of the Jain tradition written during the next 1500 years, including 

The Dhavala commentary, Tatvarth Sutr, Savarth Siddhi, Tatvarth Vartik, 

Gommat Saar, Karm Prakrati, Panch Sangrah and Shravakachars. However 

Gatha structure usually has four parts AB/CD in two lines.  Assertions in these 

parts have conceptual symmetry, sometimes with elements of riddle. 

 

2. The 286 Gatha reproduced here in the handwriting of Kakka, is the largest 

known collection. It is known as Purv Bhrat-Suri sutrit Jeev Samas (Jeev Samas 



strung together by the Ancient tradition of knowledge transfer). Samas refers to 

short expose. It is certain that many more Gatha existed.  

 

3. As mentioned in article II-26 of Being to Becoming, some of the Jeevatthan 

related material is found in Kamm Payani Sangahani assembled by Shiv Sharm 

(c 500). A comparison suggests that this compilation was written on the basis of 

the Shatkhandagam steps. Although some of the smaller conceptual fragments in 

Gommat Saar and Karm Kand is apparently derived from this compilation.  

 

4. There is remarkable similarity between the content and order of the 175 Gatha 

and the 1860 steps in the eight chapters (abstract and A-H in Volume I on this 

site) of Jeevatthan and the associated appendices (Chulika). That is on the 

average each gatha is elaborated by ten steps in Jeevathan by Pushpadant and 

Bhutbali. Material from the other Gatha is found in the other Khand of Shat-

Khand-Agam. Material from 111 gatha is apparently in other parts of 

Shatkhandagam as well as in Dhavala, Uttaradhyana, Mulachar, Acharang 

Niryuki, Prgyapana Sutr, Prakrt Panchsangrah and others.  

 

5. As such the Gatha are not self-study. Gatha were assembled into a linear word 

string (sutt in Prakrit or sutr in Sanskrit) and then woven (gathit, gunthit) for 

content retention. The structure is designed for systematic face-to-face teacher to 

pupil transfer (vyakhyan) of the concepts and the thought process in its entirety. 

It is certain that Dharsen taught Pushpdant and Bhutbali through gatha. Also 

Bhutbali obtained some of the gatha from other sources. It is not clear if all the 

Gatha available to Bhutbali are in this Jeev Samas, or if all the Gatha of Jeev 

Samas were available to Bhutbali.  

 

6. Gatha are "woven" by the use several the ancient Indian techniques. Basically 

the more ancient conceptual phrases (closer to equations rather than aphorisms) 

are strung together (surtit) and then woven into a tapestry (gunthit from which 

the word Gatha originates) as the body of shared knowledge for further 



elaboration it uses abbreviation. For brevity often a word or concept is 

abbreviated in the form of the first character, and the process is re-applied for 

generating more complex concepts. It is not much different than the formulation 

and derivation of more complex equations from the simpler equations. Thus the 

linguistic character of gatha is enmeshed with abbreviations that amount to 

equations of complex concepts. Concepts inherent in Jeev Samas Gatha are 

developed in the step wise form in Jeevatthan by Pushpadant and Bhutbali.  It 

appears that some of the more involved ancient concepts have been retained as 

such (B17, B52; See also introductory essays in Chapters A to H) without 

breaking the flow of the steps. Note that Granthit applies for the process of 

breaking gatha into steps (churni sutr), and thus the stepwise elaboration yields 

granth (or book) for self-study. 

 

7. The tradition of elaboration of Gatha into steps (churni sutr) is much more 

direct in Kasaypahud sutt ( by Yati Brashbhachary).  Certain features of the 

organization and presentation of ancient Jain works in Prakrit are worth noting. 

The conceptual metaphor sutrit relates to the linearity of word usage (sutr means 

a string) of word concepts. Beyond this lies the algorithmic step (pad) of stepwise 

elaboration with defined rules. Such devices are then woven into a text (prakaran 

and granth). An appropriate analogy would be "crocheting a thread into a more 

complex pattern or "weaving a tapestry" are conceptually analogous. Another 

point of interest is that in English most conceptual and abstract words are nouns. 

In contrast, in Prakrit and to a limited extent in Sanskrit, abstractions are 

invariably verbs. Modern Hindi is trying to find its own balance, however in the 

vernacular and the local languages the pattern from Prakrit persists. One may 

ask: What is the difference? Consider how the emphasis of action (Karm) shifts to 

the consequence as in the modern usage of Karm(a) or fate.   

 

Overall, based on the work and notes of Kakka, it is appears that one of his most 

important intellectual contributions is to trace the origins and continuity of many 

of conceptual phrases. This has help in establishing the sequence in which the 



later writings and more modern concepts evolved, albeit with the loss of overall 

cohesion that was the hall-mark of the material of the tradition of shared 

knowledge. In short, concepts exist and evolve only in the context of a body of 

knowledge.  

 

                                                                   Mahendra Jain 

                                                                      July 10, 2004 

 

A Hindi translation of Jeev Samas (296 Gatha in the hand written notes) has been 

published (Sagarmal Jain and Vidyut Prabha Jain, 1999) with the excerpts from 

the essays by Hira Lal Shastri.  The notes at the end of the handwritten text may 

also be of interest for further research on this ancient material. 



Other Articles of related interest on this site (will be included in the CD version of 

this e-book): 

 

I-1.     What Is Of Interest? 

I-20.    Satprarupana 

II-8.     Monks of the Jin-kalp Tradition 

II-9.     Who Was Bhadrabahu I? 

II-10.    Prakrit: The Languages of People 

II-11.    Itthi: Perception 

II-15.    Active Interaction  

II-16.    Anugam to Agam 

II-17.     Preservation of Legacy 

II-18.     Legacy of Dharsen 

II-19.    The Moodbidri Manuscripts 

II-20.    Content of Moodbidri Manuscripts 

II-21.    Kakka Takes the Challenge 

II-22.    About Kakka 

II-23.    Move for Shatkhandagam 

II-26.    Jeev Samas Gatha  

I-3.     Critical Contemplation  

III-22.   The Nyay-Anekant Axis of Anugam 



 

II-27.    Biographical Sketch 
 
Heera Lal Jain Siddhant-Shastri and Nyaytirth (born in Sadumar, 1904-1981).   

 
I refer to him as Kakka in these volumes.  He taught at Sadumar, Beawar, Saharanpur, 

and Hastinapur.  Most of his work was done free-lance while teaching Siddhant, Prakrit 

and Nyay to monks and layman. Apparently he was at his best in a one-to-one dialog.  

He was also sought out for talks in religious and non-religious gatherings. He published 

over two hundred articles.  His major work was in bringing the churnisutr (steps) of The 

Dhavla, JaiDhavla and MahaDhavla in the modern Prakrit form.  In addition to his work 

on Jeevatthan part of the Dhavla he contributed to deciphering the Prakrit text of 

Tilloyapannati, Kasay Prabhat (pahud) and Karm Prabhat.  His other works based on ancient 

manuscripts include Jin-sahashranam, Basunandi Shravakachar, Prakrit Panch-sangrah, Jain 

Dharm-amrit, Karm-prakrati, Shravakachar Sangrah in five volumes (with 33 Shravakachar), 

Davodaya Champu, Sudarshanoday-kavy, Jayoday-mahakavy (first half), Pramay Ratnamala, 

five volumes of Dasha Vaikalic Sutr, Drvyasangrah, Jita sutr, Dash-shrutskandh, Nishith-sutr 

Prayashchit-sutr, Sthananga-sutr, Samvayang-sutr, Sudarshan-charit, and Vir Vardhman-

charit.   One of his later works on the interpretation of mantr and sutr was in the review 



process at the time of his death, and later published by the reviewer under her own 

name! 

 
 



Contents 
 

Jeev Samas Gatha (Purv Bhrtsuri Sutrit) 
Essay by Heera Lal Shastri:  Itthivay Tradition of Knowledge Transfer  
 
CHAPTER A.  SANTPAYPRUVANA DVAR (SATPRARUPANA):   GATHA 1-86 ......................... 11 
CHAPTER B.  PAMAAN DVAR: GATHA 87-104 ................................................................................. 23 
CHAPTER C.  KHETT DVAR: GATHA 105-180 .................................................................................. 26 
CHAPTER D.  FOSAN DVAR: GATHA  181-200 .................................................................................. 38 
CHAPTER E.  KAL DVAR: GATHA 201-242 ........................................................................................ 42 
CHAPTER F.  ANTAR DVAR: GATHA 243-264 .................................................................................. 48 
CHAPTER G.  BHAV DVAR: GATHA 265-270 .................................................................................... 51 
CHAPTER H.  APPBAHUT DVAR: GATHA  271-286 ......................................................................... 52 
UNACCOUNTED FOR NOTES ............................................................................................................... 55 
 
 



  Itthivay Tradition of Knowledge Transfer 
 
Excerpted from the Introduction to Shatkhandagam (Ed. Sumati Bai Shah, 1964) 
 
Chapter A.  Santpaypruvana dvar (Satprarupana):   
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